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Hutchison's clinical methods. (19th edition). By M Swash. (pp 618, illus, figs. £7.95, paperback).
London: Bailliere Tindall, 1989.
For many years Hutchison's Clinical Methods has been one of the standard recommended textbooks
for students ofthe Queen's University of Belfast Medical School. Sir Robert Hutchison wrote the major
part of the original text at the age of twenty-five when he was resident in Great Ormond Street
Hospital, London, the remainder being supplied by Dr Harry Rainy, Tutor in Clinical Medicine,
Edinburgh. More recently Hutchison's Clinical Methods edited by Hunter and Bomford and later
Mason continued to provide a good basic text for students learning the skills of history taking and
physical examination.
This 19th edition by Swash therefore carries on a fine tradition. Its evolutionary background still clearly
apparent, it has been expanded to include some of the more recent developments in medicine. Like
most books of its type it approaches the subject in a system -based fashion. It has an expanded section
on sexually transmitted disease and although this includes some reference to HIV infections, this
aspect is very brief and inadequate to cover a topic which is and will remain a major health care issue.
A major criticism would be the inclusion of some extremely detailed information which seems rather
superfluous for students taking their first steps in clinical medicine. For example, details of how to
differentiate the vegetative forms of Entamoeba histolytica from Entamoeba Coli, the standard height
and nude weights for boys and girls aged 0-5 years, and details of results of bithermal caloric tests
seem rather excessive. Although the text includes a paragraph devoted to "Communicating with the
Patient", this is extremely brief and does not stress sufficiently the importance of communication skills
and techniques which can be used to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the clinical history.
It is encouraging to see the inclusion of up-to -date technology with echocardiography and CT images.
In an introduction to clinical skills more photographs of common clinical signs would be appropriate.
Despite these criticisms, this remains an excellent and comprehensive text for the student of medicine
both at the early stages of a career or as a refreshing revision for postgraduate clinical examinations.
DR McCLUSKEY
Yes Matron. A history of nurses and nursing at the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast. By Peggy
Donaldson. (pp 199, illus. £12.50; paperback £7.95). Belfast: White Row Press, 1989.
A book of interest to all nurses, past and present, who have known life within the Royal Victoria
Hospital. The early chapters cover the period from 1797 to 1903, at a time which saw the inception of
a rudimentary nursing service and the granting of a Royal Charter. It is interesting to note "apart from
the perennial difficulty of money the main problem facing the Board ofManagement in 1870 was what
to do about improving the standard of nursing in the hospital" (Page 28) - strangely consistent with
the problems of today.
Because of the necessary amount of historical information the book is somewhat difficult to read but
interest is maintained by photographs appropriately placed calling to memory old and forgotten friends
and events. It is unfortunate that the final chapters appear to have been written with a critical bias
against the present Senior Nurse Structure and contain what could be construed as inaccuracies e.g.
page 158 - "Miss Barratt wasthe sixth and final head of nursing . . . " There is still a head of nursing of
the RVH. Names - Matron, Principal Nursing Officer, Director - may change but inevitably a large
part of the role remains unchanged. Emphasis is placed on events e.g. the reduction in the number of
student nurses, the removal of white aprons. These are portrayed as lightly-taken decisions without
reference to the reasons why they were taken or of the alternative options.
The unchanging challenge to nurses has been and remains the care of the sick to the highest standard
possible throughout periods of change and financial difficulties. To this they have always responded,
be it 1797 or 1989. E DUFFIN
Handbook of neonatal intensive care. (Third edition). By Henry L Halliday, Garth McClure, Mark
Reid. (pp 404, figs. £9.95, paperback). London: Bailliere Tindall, 1989.
The first two editions of this book have been widely used by medical and nursing staff. This third
edition continues with the same brief didactic style, for which no apology is necessary in a book
designed to provide safe and practical advice rapidly.
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